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AND PRAWN AY 


HE A PUSH-BUTTON MAN P --OR A MACHINE IN SEARCH OF 


S 
f: A SOUL P! SUPER-HEROES WALD PITY HAI. SUPER- VILLAINS 
WOULE SCOFF AT HIMI YET... HE 1S A MATCH FOR ANY OF 


THEMI THIS IS'AN ODYSSEY TO FREEPOM .., À JOURNEY FOR A 
NAME ıı a FOR ONE WHO 15 ONLY A NUMBER 41 


THIS 19 THE 
MONOLITH, 
WITH A NEW 
PESTINY TÒ 
IT'S HAPPENED T-/r”S TOO 
ASAIN! THIS THING POWERFUL! 
HAS CAN'T 
7 HOLP 
ON! 


I-IM NOT 
A THING! 


hall not ba sold or distributed with any part of its cover ar matkings ramoved, nor in a 


intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. Printed in the United States of America. This periodical may not be sold except 


hy authorized dealers and'is'søld subject to the conditions that sz 
mutilatad condition. 
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THIS FLAMETHROWER 

b WON'T STOP IT. 
I-IT/S BUILT TO 
RESIST HEAT! 


IN: UNABLE TO HALT HIS OWN DESIRE TO 
VE HS CREATIONS: MUET CONSTANT- 
LY RISK PANGER «s AS WELL AS FAILURE. 
SUCH À MOMENT HAS NOW COME TO THE 
COMPLEK, . - 


THING! 
ALERT P 


NWHILE; IN ANOTHER PART OF THE 
VANT INSTALLATIOI 


CLOSE Att SECT/ON 
DOORS! IT MYST 
NOT ESCAPEN 


Soo” LORD” 
ANOTHER 
MOPEL IS QUT 
OF CONTROL; 
THIS I5 
DISASTROUS! 


I SUPPOSE IT WAS TOO 
MUCH TO HOPE THAT WE’? 
FINP A WAY TO S7OP THIS 
KINP OF INCIDENT! I'M 
AFRAID WE/RE FACED WITH 
FAUUYRE, HAINES’! 


IN THAT 
CASE, YOU 
KNOW 
WHAT MUST 
BE PONES 


PERHAPS A COMPUTER WASN'T MEANT 
TO THINK ON iTS OWN! IT MAY BE 

JUST AS 
SIMPLE AS 


ip WO... NE JUST WEREN'T 
THAT: 


READY TO GRASP THE 
ANSWER, WE NEEPED 
MORE TIME... MORE 


DOCTOR GROADHURST —! 
17'S NUMBER X-365 TWIS 
TIME! HE'S GONE 


BERSERK! 


THIS 
PROJECT 
MUST BE 

SCRAPPED! 

THE 

PECISION 


WHAT 
MAKES THEM 
GO MAD, 
HAINES ? 


AFTER ALL, 
THEY'RE ONLY 
THINKING” 
COMPUTERS IN 

THE FORM 


HOWEVER ; I'VE PECIPED TO PETONATE THE 
EXPLOSIVES WE PLANTED IN EACH OF OUR 
ROBOTS.” IT WILL BE ALL OVER IN 
THIRTY MINUTES! 


AAT THAT MOMENT, IN THE SECURITY SECTION... 


HERE IT COMES! ) 

HITIT WITH 

VOUR LASER 
RIELES! 


IM FOR THE CHEST: RY 
ITS NERVE CENTERS 4f] 


ITS METAL SKIN IS 
70O TOUGH! IT'LL 
TAKE AN HOUR TO 
BURN THROUGH 


KEEP FIRING —! 

IT CAN WRECK 

THIS PLACE IN 
AN HOUR) 


y 


W 
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% 
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BRIGHT GLOW SUDDENLY ENVELOPES THE 
LIVING COMPUTER. IT GROWS MORE INTENSE 
AND EXPANOS WITH SINISTER SPEED, .. 


I-1-1'LL --PESTROY ` A 
-JALL-- WHA —:? 


DAIJ 


HEN A STARTLING. BURST OF LIGHT AND HEAT Y; 


FLASHES ANDP FAQES LIKE A SMALL NOVA. 


WITHIN ITS CORE, THE METAL CREATURE 
DISINTEGRATES. 


E Z-/7 WAS PRIMED 
7O DESTRUCT. 


WE'VE BEEN 
SPARED, A 
SMALL WAR! 


THIS COULO 
MEAN THE ENP 

FOR ALL THE 

OTHERS! 


HOSE WORPS ARE PROPHETIC? IN THE Ke SOONER 19 THE CHAMBER EMPTY, WHEN 
ASSEMALY SECTION «=. THE NOVA EFFECT RE-OCCURRS WITH A 

S > THEY/RE TERRIBLE FORCE -=LEAVING NOTHING IN ITS 
S ALL PERSONNEL! Z CANCELLING 


ka EVACUATE K THE PROJECT’ \ H H, 
D WE'LL TRY AGAIN. N NAN \ MA 
© S 


i 
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BUT LETS GO--BEFORE” ANN 

WE BLOW YP WITH OUR O á 

Aa gA j 
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Wi 
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E PESTRUCTIVE PROCESS (8 CONTINUED MN SPECTACULAR FINISH 1S IMPOSED UPON 
THROUGHOUT THE INSTALLATION. WHEREVER THE PROJECT THAT WOULE BLENDO MAN 
THE MEN- MACHINES ARE LOCATED -= AN WITH MACHINE ANP INITIATE AN EKPLORATION 
EXPLOSION ERUPTS, o, OF THE STARS. ON THE VAST EXPANSE OF THE 
- - PESERT COMPLEX { THE REMAINING MODELS 
j ARE -+ RECALLED 


THERE WERE 
TEN OF THE THINGS y 
WA THAT BARRACKS / i, B THERE GOES THE 


IF YỌU ASK ME, $ TRAINING <L 
7 I SAY IT’S GOOD $ 


RIPPANCE TO A THE REST OF 
REAL MENACE! THOSE MONSTERS’ 


4 


Soy AETER, IN THE OFFICE OF POCTOR 

BROADHURST , 

X-51... THATS 
THE MOPEL WE 
ASSIGNEP TO 

STACK, 
ISN’T IT? 


WE’VE ACCOUNTED 
FOR FIFTY OF THE 
THINGS, HAINES - -AND 

h VE JUST CHECKER ON 
X-51. WHEN ME 
PETONATES--THE BOOK 
WILL CLOSE ON 
THIS PROJECT) 


GREAT EXPERIMENTORS I WARNED YOU 
LIKE STACK /GWORE AGAINST 
PERSONAL RISK/ ALLOWING 
LOR? KNOWS HOW STACK TO-- 
KE FEELS AT THIS 
MOMENT / 


X-5} tS MOT JUST A 
NUMBER TO HIM ! HE'S 
ALMOST A SOW.’ 


iie 
P LABORATORY -RESIDENCE OF POCTOR 

ABEL STACK STANDS FIRM AND SERENE IN 
178 ISOLATE SURROUNDINGS . BUT, AS EACH 
SECOND PASSES IN THE PASTORAL SILENCE, 


THE SHADOW OF PEATH GROWS STRONGER 
AND DARKER. 


T nis i5 
your a 


YES. I JUST TALKED TO STACK. HE TOOK 
THE NEWS RATHER BALY. BUT, THERE'S 
MOTHIMG HE CAN DO ABOUT IT’ THE 

BOMB PLANTED IN X-5) 18 ACTIVATED 


THE FOOL ! 
TO TAKE 
PERSONAL 
CHARGE OF 
X-51_ WAS A 
RECKLESS 


--TO TAKE THAT THINKING COMPUTER INTO 
HIS WOME? TO ATTEMPT TO GIVE IT A 
MUMAN IDENTITY? WHO IS TO SAY THAT 
HIS /SW T THE RIGHT COURSE TO FOLLOW:? 


IT MAY YET BE THE SOLUTION 
TO OUR PROBLEM, BUT RIGHT 
NOW I/M ANXIOUS FOR STACK 
TO LEAVE HIS HOUSE BEFORE 
THAT BOMB GOES OFF/ 


I MADE CERTAIN THAT ONLY THE 
BEST PESIGNERS AND ENGINEERS 

PRODUCER IT? THAT'S WHY IT-WAS 

SO EASY FOR ME TO HANPLE 


è THE WELDING! 
nk J 
y 


IT 
WASN'T 
PAINFUL . 
I-I CAN'T 
FEEL PAIN-- f 
NOT LIKE 
yOu PO-- 


a } 


T-THE NUMBER ON MY I'M VERY U EASED, THANK YOU / AARON . YOUR RESPECT 
FOREHEAP IS GONE... PAQ. YOU'VE PONE AND GOOP BEHAVIOR HAVE ALWAYS 
AND WITH THE jia ALL FOR ME BEEN GRATIFYING 2 HOWEVER... 
EXCEPTION OF MY i THERE’S STILL ONE LAST. 
EYES, .. I-I DON'T ý 
LOOK DIFFERENT | 
h ANYMORE! 


JUST RELAX, I TRYST 
AARON. T’VE YOU, PAP. 
GOT TO REMOVE PROCEED. 
THIS IN ORDER 
TO INSURE YOUR lzy THERE... IT'S 
@ CONTINUED f DONE’ YOU'LL BE 
GOOD HEALTH! E id FINE NOW-- SONS 


WE MUSTN'T WAIT ANY ; YOU MAY BE GONE FOR 'A DON'T WORRY, 
LONGER! THE MOMENT WE'VE B | LOMG TIME, I-IT MAY BE E vaD. YOU'LL HEAR 
ALWAYS TALKEP ABOUT HAS YEARS BEFORE I SEE , FROM ME. I'LL 
COME. GET DRESSED, . A . YOU AGAIN... 

AARON... 4 e - \ MANY 

Ka IE - YEARS! 


THIS IS A PHOTO OF MYSELF HE COMPUTER WITHIN ITS HUMANOID SHELL 
WHICH IVE KEPT IN AN OLE CLICKS INTO MOTION, THE EYES FLASH 
BOOK. I-I? Like YOU TO DAD. TWIN BEAMS AT THE [MAGE AND RELAY ITS 
z CONTOURS TO HMICCEN eS 
MEMORY BANKS... as 2 ~ 


REMEMBER 
IT, AARON. 
REMEMBER 


GOOF BOY, AARON! YOU'VE NEVER HE TWO THEN STEP 

SOMEHOW. ,. WE’VE MADE ME DOUBT OUTSIDE THE HOUSE... 

ALWAYS HAD CONFIDENCE 

IN EACH OTHER, WE'VE i 

SHARED AN? - , NEEP IT, SIR. 

PERSEVERED... LIKE A A TAKE-OFF J ġ 

TRUE FATHER AND E k wiLL BE W 
B . e SIMPLE 


| THE MEGATING CURRENT! LIET! LIET! 
iA CANCEL THE X 

GRAVITY X 

EQUATION.” y A 


GOOPBYE, 
SONS 


HE SOLVEOP 
THE SECRET WITH 
MAZING FASE’ 


AT ANY RATE, I WON'T BE THE 
FIRST SCIENTIST TÒ FORFEIT 
HIS L/FE TO ACHIEVE SUCCESS/ 


NOR WILL I BE THE LAST 
FATHER TO TAKE THE PLACE 
OF HIS BOY. 


TEA HAND OF ABEL STACK (S CALM ANDP 
STEADY AS IT CRADLES PEATH NITS 
3 SOFT HOLLOW... 


AY remem 
LA ME, AARON’ 


HOW WELL MY METHOD WORKED. 
70O WELL ; PERHAPS! T TRULY FEEL 
LIKE I’VE LOST A SON! 


A COMPUTER THAT THINKS LIKE A 
MAN--MUST BE RAISED LIKE 
ONE’ BUT... hin ceIchT I5 


f _THERE 19S NO 

f ESCAPE FROM THIS 

| INFERNAL BOMB’ 
ITLL PETONATE 
BEFORE I RUN 
FIFTY YARPS, 


A AWARE OF THE TRAGIC END OF HIS MENTOR, 
AARON CONTINUES IN FLIGHT. HE COMPUTES 
AND ANALYZES THE ELEMENTS AT VARIOUS 
ALTITUDES.. AND CONFOUNDS THE SENSES 
OF PASSING SPECTATORS... 


I-IS WECREDIBLE! 
SEE IF YOU CAN 4 


PEVICE/ HE'LL ALSO 
HAVE COMANN CATION 
5 GEAR. 


MARON SUDDENLY REAKS OFF WITH A 
FRIENDLY WAVE ANDP RESUMES MIS 


THEY SEEMED STARTLED’ 
I PON'T SUPPOSE THAT 
ANTI-GRAVITY TRAVEL IS 


h paeiadi AS AARON FRUSES IN WONDER o.. 


magra! wE S 
MAV BE WITNESSES 
7O A SUICIDES 


I-I'LL CALL THE 
COPS! THEYAL 
DO SOMETHING! 


HOL? THE PIAL’ 
WE/S PICKING 
YS uP’ 


LET'S CONTACT 
THE AIRPORT! 
THIS MAY BE AN 
IMPORTANT 
SIGHTING’ 


WHA—! 

HE'S WOT A 
MAN’ HE LOOKS 
LIKE À ROBOT-- 


HE FEELING OF TOTAL FREECOM 
18 EXMILARATING. AARON HAS 
LEFT ALl OBLIGATIONS BEHIND HIM, 
BEFORE HIM LIES THE WORLD... 


F A CITY! IT'S A VERY 3 
LARGE ONE, AT 
THAT’ I-I'VE 
NEVER SEEN 
SO MANY 
z BUILPINGS/ 


as 


HE WORLP 1/8 BECOMING AWARE OF 
AARON IN TURN. HIS HIGH EXPECTATIONS 
ARE SOON TO BECOME A NIGHTMARISH 
ORPEAL... 


THIS CITY THEY MOVE ~ 
IS ABOUT LIKE AN -) 
PACKED 


WITH 


CAREFULLY ; GUYS; 
THE FENS SAY HE'S 
PANGEROUYUS! 


THEY’VE BEEN 
PISHING OUT 
] OULLETINS 
EVER SINCE A 
PLANE 
4 SPOTTED THIS 
WEIRDO! B 


N 


À 


omm 


[NHY DID HE WY WELL NEED 

HAVE TO LAND | PARACHUTES 
TO HAUL HIM 
m IN’ 


D 


DA 
yU» 


N 
J) 


N 


ME WITH THEIR 
WEAPONS; BUT 
I'VE COMMITTEP 
NO BREACH j 
OF THE LAW’ 


W-WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH EVERYONE /? 


IM BEING £ THIS LOOKS i 
TREATED LIKE A 


i g LIKE A PROPER 
A ONE MAN = PLACE TO THINK 
FOREIGN Š ANNS THINGS OUT. 
IMVASION S h à 1-1 NEED THE 
A TIME. 


ARON REACHES SHELTER AS'THE GROUND BEVONO 
1S FURIOUSLY CHURNED TO ÀA PULP... 


E OA 


"i 


7% 


paii ý mo THEY'RE GONE.’ PERHAPS SOME 
$) GREAT CAY! THEY VE BUREAUCRATS REALIZEP HIS 
SENT JETS TO HUNT : MISTAKE ANP CALLED OFF THE 
ME DOWN / B-BUT WHY? s STRIKE! PAV OFTEN SPOKE ABOUT 
WHAT IN HEAVEN'S ä THESE STRANGE ERRORS! 
NAME HAVE A i 
PONER? 


STILL... MY PRESENCE HAS EVIPENTLY § AÀ COMPUTERS INSTINCT 18 TO COMPUTE. 
STRUCK A BAP CHORD AMONG THE Sik FPS AARON ACTIVATES HIS MEMORY BANKS. 
AUTHORITIES / WHAT IS IT ABOUT ME HE SEARCHES FOR A CLUE TO SOLVING MIS 
THAT MAKES THEM REACT SO ; PREDICAMENT, BUT FEMLS TO FIND ITs. 
WOLENTLY? IS THERE SOME - 

FACT WHICH DAP WITHHELD 

FOR MY OWN WELL-BEING PL 


J ae 


aih 


I- 

| f FN a | 
Í I! l Li RAA M 
I) CONPUTER'S ANSWER WOULD BE "UNSUF- 


FERUT AARON HAS LINGERED IN THE AREA TOO 
FICIENT DATA.“ BUT; HAVING BEEN LONG. HE 18 DISCWERED BY GROUN 
REARED AS Å HUMAN, AARON 15 MERELY i , 
PUZZLED., THEN CEEPLY 
DISTURBED. 
a 3 DIEFERENT; IVE GOT 
THAT'S FOR SURE f HIM 
W --BUT row AAR ZEROED: AG 
PIFFERENT? THE s £ 
ANSWER MAY LIE 
IN THAT 
PIRECTION’ 


A 


wA ADA PA 


15 SOUND, MANIPULATED TO PENETRATE 
BORY WITH. SUCH FORCE THAT IT ALSO TEAR., 


S 
GREAT BOULDERS FROM THEIR ANCHORAGE 
Pi iert a A s EF IN THE GROUND. y 


Al SCREAMING BLAST OF SONIC BEAMS 
ZAP INTO AARON'S METAL-TOU 


WELL; WE CAN ..- 


DIDN'T THINK WE 
AND WE PIO 


COULP SCRAMBLE YOUR 
CIRCUITS, PID YOU, 
VUYNK BUCKET? 
IT TOOK A LITTLE TIME 
FOR ORPINANCE TO PER- 
FECT THE SONIC BAZOOKA! 


CURRENTS 
TURNING ON 


AȚ SAN , EH 


YOUR MASTER. THAT'S ALL I HAVE 
YOU HAVE TO KNOW, YOU TO LEAVE 
ANIMATED NOW-- 
THANKS TO 
THOSE MEAT- 
i HEAPS iN 
THE 
RESEARCH 
PIVISION 
YOL'RE STILL 
FUNCTIONAL.’ 


YOU'RE WANTED 
IN POCTOR 
BROAPHURST'S 

h LABORATORY; 


HONESTLY, 
I ZONT 
WHY 


COLONEL... 
UNPERSTAN 


BUT IT CAN STOP YOU 


I-I 
PON'T 
KNOW 

| WHAT 
N YOU'RE 
d TALKING 


--BUT IF YOU GET ANY 
BIZARRE IDEAS ABOUT 
ESCAPE, JUST KEEP 
YOUR HEADLIGHTS 
ON THIS SONIC GUN’ 
IT'LL BLAST YOU THE 
MOMENT YOU BREAK OUT 
OF THAT OUIJA BOARD 
ANP OPEN 
HE CELL 
DOOR! 


OF POCTOR IROAPHURST. sa 3 
HE'S STIL 
I DARE SAY, YOU'VE SEEN AND 


THE BEST 
HEARD? FOR YOURSELF , HAINES? COL. SECURITY 
KRAGG IS (WSUYFFERAGLE! CHIEF WE'VE 


SOMETHING MUST EVER HAD / 
ABE PONE ABOUT HIM’ 


OH, HE'S BRAVE --WE MUST --YES, YES, YESS 
AND DPEPICATEP TO CONSIDER IT WAS 

HIS JOB/ I/LL GRANT HIS LOSS OF PEPLORAGLE! 
HIM THAT? BUT, HIS AN EYE TO BUT, ALL IN 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE MACHINES -- | 


THE LINE OF 
X-5) THE CASUALTIES fC DUTY! 


INFLICTED 


ON HIS MEN-- BEHAVIOR MAY 


GENERATE 
NEW PROBLEMS 


E 
2 


[N 
a 
E 


YOU FOOL! PON'T YOU SEE WHAT NEVERTHELESS, 
KRAGG HAS DONE? WHEN HE IT WON'T 
STRIPPED THAT MACHINE OF Eey CHANGE THINGS/ 
ITS EACE, HE REMOVED ITS 5 KRAGE NOW. WE'RE STILL FACED 
VITAL &/NK TO HUMANITY’ HELL HAVE THE WITH ANOTHER 
OPPORTUNITY t Ta EXPLOSIVE 
TO SPEAK FOR ž A SITUATION? 
THAT MACHINE ; > 
HAS LOST ITS 


COME IN; 
KRAGG. WE/VE 
MUCH TO 
PiScusSsS 


WE'VE BEEN 

OBSERVING 
THE CELL 
OF OUR 
CAPTIVE. 


mesm 


7 you D 
GENTLEMEN 


SENT / 
FOR ME? 


OH’ THE 
TV SCANNER! 


--AND HEARD, KRAGG:; 
BUT, CALLING US MEAT- 
THEN YOU HEADS IS NOT THE 
MUST HAVE REASON FOR YOUR BEING 
SEEN -- E/ 


NCE AG, N , THE PRESSURES THAT DESTROYED 
THE ORIGINAL PROJECT. BEGIN TO MOUNT IN 


THE LAST OF ITS SUBVECTS... 


H-HE 
CALLED 
ME A 
MACHINE!! 


A--À 
() JUNK- 
BUCKET? 


SOMEHOW, I MUST REACH THEM, 
SO THEY’LL UNPERSTAND/ PONT 
THEY SEE THAT WE'RE BROTHERS’? 


I-I HURT 
INSIDE! 


OH, LORD! 
HOW I HURT 
INSIDE! 


B-BUT THAT'S TWINK! 
IMPOSSIBLE? 


DO YOU HEAR ME, paps 4 
T-THEY Wilt NOT LISTENS | 


THEY HATE mE: WHY 2o © 


THEY HATE MEP 18 IT g 


BECAUSE THEY FEAR MEZ? i 


iT? I'VE NEVER 
SEEN 

ANY THING 

LIKE IT / 


NEVER AGAIN SHALL I 
BE BOUND OR HELPLESS 
BEFORE MEN’ NOR SHALL 
I TOLERATE THOSE WHO 
DO IT TO OTHERS! 


